Post-production: Editing
Editors shape a film through ordering and juxtaposing shots and scenes, and creating rhythms.  They may – and do – leave out a great deal of what is shot; what they cannot do is create what is not there, so all shots and scenes needed must be planned and filmed in advance (though big budget films may be able to film pick-up scenes to fill gaps revealed in the editing room.) 

Ellipsis is a grammatical term for a sentence structure where the subject, and sometimes subject and verb, are missing, though understood.  If, instead of saying "Are you going to town?" you say "Going to town?", you are speaking elliptically.
The word is used in film grammar in a similar way.  In its most obvious and general use, action unnecessary to the telling of a story will usually be excluded; if a character is seen getting up from a chair and then the film cuts to the character's going out the door, we can take for granted, without having to be shown, that they walked across the room.  As Alfred Hitchcock famously said, 'What is drama but life with the dull bits cut out?'
However, it is also used for more deliberate effects.  For example, conventional filming may show a character looking at something and then cut to what they see (a POV shot), or show the POV shot followed by the character who sees it.  It is ellipsis when a POV shot is not paired with a shot of the character looking.
1. There are several significant moments when Anderson uses ellipsis in this way.  Can you identify them and comment on the effect?


2. On several occasions, we are shown things the significance of which is deliberately withheld until later in the film.  Can you identify these?


3. [bookmark: _GoBack]Transition from scene to scene may be done with a simple CUT, but often the editor will soften the shift through a transition technique.  Which of the following transitions have been used?  Cite examples of each.
a. AURAL BRIDGE 
b. visual or verbal link between scenes
c. MATCH CUT
d. JUMP CUT 
e. JUXTAPOSITION of images or incidents to emphasise contrast


The two most common ways to start a new scene are the use of an ESTABLISHING SHOT, or the use of an INPOINT.
4. Explain the reason an editor would choose one or the other, and cite examples of each from the film.


5. The following editing techniques have also been used.  Cite examples of each.
	a. INSERT
b. SPLIT SCREEN
c. MONTAGE:  

	d. CUTAWAY
e. SLOW MOTION
f. Screen text



